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How often do you think about the purpose of your life?  

This morning we are going to be looking at Core Value # 4, which is 

centered on the gospel and the work of evangelism.  

Core Value #4: “We desire to go as Christ’s ambassadors to our world, 

sharing the gospel and leading individuals into a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ.”  

Note: The order of our Core Values follows a progression of thought: Begin 

with God (worship); Then the Word (God revealing Himself); Next comes 

prayer, which proceeds the ministry of the gospel because we are absolutely 

dependent upon God in the work of evangelism; discipleship is next because 

it is the outgrowth of evangelism; followed by further development of 

ministry through gifts and leadership. 

Our 4
th
 core value of the gospel has an essential relationship with the other 

core values. For example: 

� Worship is a right relationship with God that is established through 

the gospel. 

� The Word is essential to evangelism because a person cannot be 

saved apart from the Word. 

o Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ 

(Rom 10:17; cf. 1 Peter—born again through living and 

abiding Word of God) 

� Prayer is the beginning of evangelism. (John 6) 

� Discipleship is the goal of evangelism. 

This morning we are going to wrestle with our need to be and increasingly 

become a Gospel-driven church. This core value is basically birthed out of 

three passages of Scripture. We’re going to look at these three passages by 

organizing our thoughts around the three action words in this core value.  

Go!  (Matthew 28:18-20) “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
19

Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20

 teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

This passage outlines for us the mission of the church. Jesus’ last words to us 

on this earth expressed what He expects us to do until He returns. Of all the 

important things that are said here, why have I focused on the word “go”? 

Here’s why: There are four action words in this passage: “Go… make 

disciples…baptize…teach.” Yet only one of them is a verb while the rest are 

participles. The verb is “go,” which means that all the rest of the action 

words are subordinate to the word go. The sense is that as you are going, you 

are to make disciples, baptize and teach them.  

Jesus did not say that we are just to love and treasure the gospel and when 

people come seek the freedom it gives, we are to share it with them. That’s 

because they won’t just come and seek it. They are enslaved to sin. We must 

go to our world with the gospel. We must take the message of forgiveness 

and eternal life to a sin-enslaved, condemned world. This mission that Christ 

has charged us with requires action. Gospel (Go with the gospel). 

The work of the gospel doesn’t stop with simply telling the good news of the 

cross and resurrection. It must result in making disciples, those who through 

baptism are willing to publically identify their loyalty to Christ and continue 

to grow and mature in a life of obedience to all that Christ has commanded.  

Yet this work of discipleship begins with going – going with the gospel. This 

means that TEFC must be on the move—we cannot be static. We must not be 

content with a “come to us” model of ministry alone. We must be a “go to” 

church that is intentionally taking the gospel to our world with the intent of 

growing disciples.  

We could certainly spend all morning on this passage alone, but let me point 

out one more essential observation. When we go, we don’t go alone. In vs. 

18, Jesus begins by saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 



and on earth” and then concludes in vs. 20 by saying, “and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” When we go with the gospel, we go in 

the authority of Jesus’ name, empowered by His presence.  

I simply want you to see that this phrase, “go as Christ’s ambassadors to the 

world” is intentional, biblical, non-negotiable, and should impact the way we 

function as a church. This is why we are investing in broadcast ministry and 

neighborhood outreaches.  

Share (Acts 1:8) “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

These are the words of Jesus spoken to the disciples after the resurrection. 

Notice that this is a “go to” mission (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, ends of the 

earth). And as they are going out with the gospel, they will be empowered by 

the Holy Spirit in their witness. Empowerment accompanies our obedience to 

the gospel (great commission).  

The word “share” in our core value correlates to the word “witness” in Acts 

1:8. What I want to emphasize is that the Apostles’ message was not general. 

They were specifically giving witness to Jesus, the crucified, risen, Savior: 

“You shall be My witnesses.” So our message is not just about God and the 

Bible in general. The core of our message is the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

So we are empowered to go in the authority and presence of Christ. We are 

empowered to share by the Holy Spirit’s residence in us. But we must not 

only go and share the gospel, we must lead others to Christ.  

Lead (2 Cor. 5:9-21)
 
“Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at 

home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
10

 For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds 

in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  

 
11

 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are 

made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your 

consciences. 
12

 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving 

you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those 

who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 
13

 For if we are beside 

ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 
14

 For the love 

of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore 

all died; 
15

 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for 

themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.  

 
16

 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even 

though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him 

in this way no longer. 
17

 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 
18

 Now 

all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ 

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 
19

 namely, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  

 
20

 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an 

appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21

 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him.  

When we talk of leading someone to Christ, there are two things that I want 

to draw to your attention – the need for modeling and pleading. 

1. Modeling: We can’t lead someone to where we have not been. We 

must not only talk about the gospel. We must live it. 2 Cor. 5:17 says 

that “if anyone is in Christ, He is a new creature, the old things 

passed away, behold new things have come.” 2 Cor. 5:15 says that 

the impact of the gospel is that we no longer live for ourselves, but 

for the interests of Christ, “and He died for all, so that they who live 

might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose 

again on their behalf.” Can people see the fruit of the gospel in you? 

Are you portraying what you are proclaiming?  

One of the most powerful testimonies to the gospel is not just a 

changed life, but a changing life—a life of continual Christ-like 

progress that can be seen in your character, attitudes, and 

relationships. We must live the gospel. We must model the 

transformation in our hearts that only the Spirit of God  can do 

through the Word of God—a transformation that impacts everything 

else in our life.  



2. Pleading: It’s not uncommon for believers to share the facts of the 

gospel but stop short when it comes to calling for a response to the 

gospel. But listen to how Paul pleads with his readers in 2 Cor. 5:20, 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 

making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God.” 

By the way, we often pray that God would send someone to speak to 

an unbeliever about their need for Christ. Yet, we may fail to realize 

that we may be the ambassador God wants to send. We may be the 

mouthpiece He intends to speak through (2 Cor. 5:20).  

Now let’s step back and look at the flow of 2 Cor. 5. I want to draw out some 

observations that clarify what a Gospel-driven life looks like and then show 

you the connection to where we are going as a church.  

In this passage Paul is discussing his own ministry as it relates to the gospel. 

In vs. 9 he begins to address the issue of motivation. This is important for us 

to consider because you won’t just go out and share your faith because Pastor 

Ty preached a sermon on evangelism. Something about God must stimulate 

the motivation of your heart. That something is the fear of God and the love 

of God that together create in you a desire to please God in all things.  

� Fear of God  “Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at 

home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
10

 For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad. 
11

 Therefore, knowing the fear of the 

Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God;”          

(vs. 9-11a) 

Paul was persuading men with the gospel, even at the expense of 

great personal cost, because he knew that one day he would stand 

before the judgment seat of Christ and be rewarded for how he spent 

his life, whether good or bad. He did not want to disappoint His 

Lord. As a slave of Christ, He did not want to give an account for 

unfaithfulness to His Master. Yet this was only one side of Paul’s 

motivation… 

� Love of Christ  “For the love of Christ controls us, having 

concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died;” (vs. 14) 

The selfless, sacrificial, saving, undeserved, love of Christ had taken 

hold of Paul’s life. He was not only motivated by the love of Christ, 

he was controlled by it. When we grasp the significance and power 

of Christ’s love for us, it produces in us a deep gratitude for grace 

out of which we love Christ with all of our heart.
1
 And loving Christ 

with all our heart will mean that we are loyal to His mission.  

The first part of our vision, Loving Jesus with all our heart, will not 

happen until the love of Christ controls you. Loving Jesus with all 

your heart is not about what you attempt to do for Him, but a 

response to what He has done for you. God’s grace must take root in 

your life.  

Now, take note of the transformation that the gospel brings about in one’s 

life, “and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for 

themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.  (vs. 15)
2
 

There is a change of identity and change in direction in one’s life. Because of 

the Gospel, we live for Christ and His mission rather than just ourselves. 

True discipleship is when our lives are more about Christ than self.  

But notice that this is not just a change in behavior or lifestyle. In vs. 12, Paul 

makes a distinction between those who take pride in appearance and those of 

a changed heart, “We are not again commending ourselves to you but are 

giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for 

those who take pride in appearance and not in heart.” There are many who 

attempt to put on the appearance of being a Christian but do not have a 

changed heart. This internal change of heart that increasingly alters how we 

live is so remarkable that vs. 17 says: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”  

                                                           
1
 1 John  4:19: “We love because He first loved us”  

2
 Christ died for all but not all live (i.e. believe). Those who live (believe) will be 

revealed in their response to the gospel.  



This is the second part of our vision. Living the Word, Living out the Gospel, 

brings about an ongoing transformation of the heart and therefore one’s life. 

Never make the mistake of thinking that the kind of transformation we need 

in our life is something we can accomplish ourselves. No, we must go from 

spiritual death to spiritual life (Eph. 2). We must go from disabled to 

empowered. In vs. 18, Paul exclaims, “now all these things are from God.” 

He is the One we are completely dependent upon for a transformed life.  

And out of this transformation, of being reconciled to God, we are called to 

join Him in His mission and entrusted with His message:
 
“Now all these 

things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation, 
19

 namely, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
20

 Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; 

we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (vs. 18-20) 

When Paul says that we have been given the “ministry of reconciliation,” the 

word for “ministry” (diakonia) literally means “to serve.” In other words, we 

have been given the privilege of serving unbelievers by bringing the gospel 

to them.  

There is a correlation here to the third part of our vision: Serving people from 

the heart. We don’t just serve for the sake of serving. We want the serving 

heart of Christ for the sake of the gospel.  

I hope that you are beginning to see that our vision of Loving Jesus with all 

our heart, Living the Word for the transformation of the heart, and Serving 

people from the heart cannot be separated from our need to be a “go to,” 

gospel-driven church. My voice is only an echo of God’s call for us to 

embrace His mission of taking the gospel to our world.  

That’s why we are launching our “Living the Word” broadcast ministry this 

spring. That’s why we are launching a neighborhood outreach campaign this 

fall. And it’s our need for the ongoing work of transformation and true 

discipleship that we are building a new small group ministry for the fall.  

Our vision (preferred future) is simply the way we want to see the 

mission of the church worked out. Being a gospel-driven church should 

look like a transformed people Loving Jesus, Living the Word, and Serving 

People.  

We must live the gospel and we must share the gospel. And that message that 

must be evident in our lives; that message that we must share is powerfully 

summarized in verse 21:  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  

Here God does four things: 

1. God intervenes. Our sin has devastated our relationship with God; the 

wages of sin is death. But He intervened. Notice the first two words: 

 “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

2. God Supplies. 

“God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

3. God substitutes and sacrifices his Son on our behalf.  

“God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

4. God forgives sin and grants His righteousness.  

“God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

The Father treated Jesus as if He had committed the very sin that we have 

committed. All of our sin was charged against Jesus has if He had 

personally committed them. Jesus took upon Himself the full fury of God’s 

wrath for our sin so that when we are united to Jesus in faith, we are 

treated as though we had lived the righteous life of Christ.
3
  

                                                           
3
 MacArthur, 214 (Commentary on 2 Corinthians) 



This is the message of the gospel. It is the message that you must embrace; 

the message that must shape the way you live; the message we must take out 

to the world. I plead with you this morning, forsake your sinful independence 

and surrender your loyalty to Jesus Christ. Confess your sin and receive His 

forgiveness.  

Prayer of Reliance4 
 

     Sovereign Lord, while we confess that apart from You we can do nothing, 

we also assert our confidence that with You all things are possible.  

     We believe that it is Your passion for us to be a God-glorifying, love-

motivated, Bible-saturated, gospel-driven, Spirit-empowered, 

transformational, Christ-centered church.  

     Therefore we affirm our utter dependence upon You to exist solely for 

Your glory by loving You with all our heart, delighting in Your word, and 

declaring Your gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit for transformed lives in 

a vital and joyful union with Jesus Christ.  

     In a spirit of joyful surrender, knowing that You are able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, we pray that You would 

make this vision of transformation a reality until we love You with all our 

heart, live the Word through transformed hearts, and serve people from the 

heart of Christ for Your glory and our joy.  

     In the all-sufficient name of Jesus, Amen! 

 

 

 

                                                           
4
 John 15:5; Mark 10:27; Eph 3:20 


